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Town to Town, People to People – Building a 
European Culture of Zero Waste 

Program Europe for Citizens 

 

  10 Partners – 4 conferences 

Empowering Our Communitties to 
Redesign relationships with resources 



In a number of regions, local groups of individuals, businesses and city officials 
are taking significant steps towards eliminating waste in our society.  

ZWE engages at two levels:  

• Supporting local groups with knowledge and  tools to drive change,  

• Structuring the movement internationally to represent the interests of our 
communities.  

ZWE represents active communities in 18 countries.  

Empowering Our Communitties to Redesign 





 

Source: European Environmental Agency (EEA) 





New world, new context 

20
th

 CENTURY 

 

WASTE 

MANAGEMENT 

 

“ How do we get rid 

of our waste 

efficiently with 

minimum damage to 

our health and the 

environment ?” 

 

21
st

 CENTURY 

 

RESOURCE 

MANAGEMENT 

 

“ How do we handle our 

resources in ways 

which the value and 

embodied energy are 

preserved for future 

generations?” 





Make waste visible to  
design it out of the system 



“If a product can’t be reused, repaired, 
refurbished, recycled or composted it 
it needs to be redesigned or taken out 

of the system” 
 



 



Excellent separate collection 
No recyclables or compostables can end 
up in disposal facilities 



Separate collection - more expensive? 

ITALIA NORD VENETO
CONSORZIO 

TVTRE
CONSORZIO 

PRIULA

COSTO PROCAPITE 
(€/ab.*anno)

€ 131,00 € 117,90 € 99,00 € 96,00 € 95,50

% RACCOLTA 
DIFFERENZIATA

31% 45% 53% 66% 78%
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Italia, Nord e Veneto: dati 2006 (fonte Rapporto Rifiuti 2007 APAT - ONR)
Consorzio Priula e Consorzio TvTre: costi dati 2008 - % RD stima anno 2008
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Stop superfluous waste =>  
reduce resource & product use 





Disposal 60-80% 

TRADITIONAL WASTE MANAGEMENT in EU27 

Landfill 
 

Incineration 
(WtE, gasification, 

pyrolisis...) 
 

Co-incineration 
(Cement kilns, 

biomass plants...) 

Reuse 5% 

Recycling 20-25% 

Composting 5-10% 



Residual <10% 

ZERO WASTE SCENARIO – RESOURCE EFFICIENT EU 

Repair & Reuse 10% 

Recycling 30-35% 

Composting 30-35% 

Prevention 10-20% 



Ljubljana (Slovenia) – 1st EU capital to 
declare ZW in Europe 

 



 



 



 



 

www.zerowastecities.eu 



www.zerowastecities.eu 

 



www.zerowastecities.eu 



comparetool.zerowasteeurope.eu 

 



comparetool.zerowasteeurope.eu 



How to become a ZW municipality? 

 



Want to learn more about ZW 
municipalities? See our case studies 

Download them here: http://www.zerowasteeurope.eu/case-studies/ 



WHY ZERO WASTE? 

1) It provides a durable solution that is faster, 
cheaper and more flexible to implement, 

2) Keeps most of the money spent on the system 
in the local area, creating jobs and small 
business opportunities 

3) Integrates higher education into solution 

4) It is better for the local economy & better for 
the planet 

 



Message: Yes we can! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you! 
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